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Using PDF Writers  

Why convert Word documents to PDF (Portable Document Format) documents? 

 1. Everyone can download and read them.  

--PDF documents can be opened on any computer with a (free) PDF reader installed. 

This means that your students can read your documents whether they are on a Mac 

or PC and whether they have Word, Works, Lotus Word Pro or something else. 

 2. Converting your document to PDF reduces the size so that it will download    

  faster. 

 3. Using PDF ensures the integrity of your document.  

  --If you have columns, graphs, and/or pictures mixed with text,  

  converting your document to PDF will ensure that what you created is what    

  everyone else will see. 

 4. It is easy to day and takes just seconds. 

 

How to convert your documents to PDF format? 

 On any computer with a PDF writer 

installed, select print. In the Print dialog 

box, select the PDF writer. 

 

Click OK. 

 
 

A Save dialog box will launch. This will allow 

you to designate a location to save the 

document and give you the opportunity to 

rename it, if you choose. 
 

With most programs, your new PDF 
document will open on your computer as soon 

as it has been created. 
 

PDF documents will be saved with the PDF 

icon.  

 
Where to find PDF writers? 
 On Campus: A free PDF writer is available for campus computers. If you do not have this 

already loaded on your computer (check Printers and Faxes), submit a Help Desk request. 

 

 
 At Home: There are several good, free PDF writing programs available which you can download 

quickly.  Those currently most recommended are listed below along with their web links. 

 >>  
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doPDF 

Website: http://www.dopdf.com/ 

Download Link: http://www.dopdf.com 

Author: Softland 

Current Version: 6.1.276 

Version Date: October 9, 2008 

Download File Size: 1.42 MB 

License: Freeware 

Operating Systems Supported: Windows 2000/XP/Vista 

Additional Software Required: None  

64 Bit Version Available: Yes 

Portable Version Available: No 

Non-English Languages Supported: Too numerous to list  

 

CutePDF 

Website: http://www.cutepdf.com 

Download Link: http://www.cutepdf.com/products/cutepdf/writer.asp 

Author: CutePDF 

Current Version: 2.7 

Version Date: unknown 

Download File Size: 1.55 MB 

License: Freeware 

Operating Systems Supported: Windows 98/ME/2000/XP/Vista 

Additional Software Required: GhostScript (download link provided on their website - free 
under GPL license) 
64 Bit Version Available: Yes 

Portable Version Available: No 

Non-English Languages Supported:  Unknown, Appears to be English only 

 

PDFCreator 

Website: http://sourceforge.net/projects/pdfcreator/ 

Download Link: http://sourceforge.net/projects/pdfcreator/ 

Author: Sourceforge Project 

Version Number:  0.9.6 

Version Date: September 20, 2008 

Download File Size: 15.34 MB 

License: Freeware 

Operating Systems Supported: Windows 98/2000/XP/Vista 

Additional Software Required:  None - includes and installs Ghostscript 
64 Bit Version Available: No 

Portable Version Available: No 

Non-English Languages Supported: Unknown, Appears to be English Only 
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Bullzip 

Website: http://www.bullzip.com 

Download Link: http://www.bullzip.com/products/pdf/info.php 

Author:  Bullzip.com 

Current Version: 6.0.0.695 

Version Date: October 21, 2008 

Download File Size: 3.93 MB 

License:  Freeware 

Operating Systems Supported: Windows 2000/XP/Vista 

Additional Software Required: Ghostscript (download link provided on their website - free 

under GPL license) 

64 Bit Version Available: No 

Portable Version Available: No 

Non-English Languages Supported: Many, see here.  

 

TinyPDF 

Website: http://www.tinypdf.com/ 

Download Link: http://www.tinypdf.com/ 

Author: TinyPDF 

Version Number: Unknown 

Version Date: Unknown 

Download File Size: 586 KB 

License: Freeware 

Operating Systems Supported: Windows 2000/XP/Vista 

Additional Software Required: None 

64 Bit Version Available: No 

Portable Version Available: No 

Non-English Languages Supported: None 


